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Lafcadio Hearn and Tsunami
Bon Koizumi (Great-grandson of Lafcadio Hearn)
The original story of Tsunami was written by the Greek-born Irish writer
Lafcadio Hearn. It formed the third part of the essay A Living God, which
was included in Hearn’s volume of writings Gleanings in Buddha Fields
The story was later adapted by Tsunezo Nakai and named Inamura-no-hi
(The Burning of the Rice Stacks). This DVD is a translation of that
adaptation.
Hearn arrived in Japan in 1890. Six years later, on 15 June, 1896, a
tsunami devastated the Sanriku region, the same area struck by the
2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami. Hearn, deeply shocked by the
disaster, wrote A Living God soon after. It was through this story that the
word tsunami became known around the world.

Hearn stressed the importance of man’s coexistence with nature, a
principle, which continues to be incorporated into disaster prevention
education in many countries today.

Author : Lafcadio Hearn
Subtitles Greek:Fumiko Yanagida English:Heather Dixon
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